Source of material
According to [1, 2] , Compound C17H26N4O4, mp 468 K, [cx]d = +78° (c 1, EtOH), was prepared by fractional crystallisation of a diastereomeric mixture obtained by reaction of 5-chloro-3,7-dimethyl-5,7-dihydro-3//-purine-2,6,8-trione with 1-menthol as a chiral auxiliary. A few X-ray quality crystals were slowly grown by layering n-hexane onto an ethereal solution. The chiral composite chromophore of the title compound was characterised by its circular dichroism (CD) spectrum in ethanol: 204.6 (Δε +5), 242.4 (Δε -11), 271.8 (Δε +12) nm.
Discussion
The structure represents an (R)-configurational archetype of the transient 5-hydroxyisourate intermediate in unease reaction [1] [2] [3] [4] , which exhibits a positive Cotton effect at 272 nm [5] , Quasi-trans fused bicyclic system is characterised by torsion angles of junction (N3-C4-C5-C6 42.4(5)° and N7-C5-C4-N9 -13.0(5)°); py- 226 SIR88 [6] , SHELX-76 [7] , ORTEP92 [8] , CSU [9] 
